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My husband and I had gone in to our Audi Dealer to test drive the new Audi Allroad as we are

thinking about replacing our 2001 Audi Allroad. Little did we know that our service person would

arrange for us to take the car for as many days as we wanted so when we were asked to sign a loan

agreement I was dumbfounded.

Since we were keeping the car for five days we felt the need to take this Audi Allroad out on an

adventure. Driving the car up the coast to our favorite Central Coast destination seemed appealing. I
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arranged with some friends, Solvang photographer Tenley

Fohl and her family to have lunch at Café Quackenbush in

Los Alamos as I had never been and had heard great things

about the restaurant.

The weather was not the best as rain was predicted and the

night before had deluged us with a heavy downpour. This

variety of weather conditions afforded us a fantastic

opportunity, unusual to Southern California, to test-drive the

Audi Allroad. At one point the intensity of the hail made me

afraid the car would be damaged.

I got to drive the first leg of the trip and I think the weather conditions were worse than when my

husband drove back. It definitely was a test that is encouraging us to purchase this car in the near

future.

As we pulled up to the charming Café Quackenbush, I knew we were in for a treat. The ambiance of

the restaurant is a mixture of a ranch styled home blended with an old fashioned General Store that

was originally built in 1880. Actually the restaurant is a combination of art gallery, antique store and

restaurant. Most of the art in the dining room has a folkloric quality, which adds to the charm by

enhancing one’s dining experience. The rest of the gallery is a mixture of Plein Air, antiques and

modern art and sculpture. The gallery is known as the Art Brut Gallery.

Café Quackenbush features a small inspiring lunch menu but all the items can be served as a

sandwich or a large salad. I was in heaven as I cannot eat wheat so was able to choose from a large

assortment of interesting salads. Chef Jesper Johansson’s presentation was wonderful and the dishes

amazingly colorful.

I chose the Pulled Pork BBQ & Cole Slaw which includes Café Quackenbush’s homemade apple cider

vinegar BBQ sauce. The pulled pork was served over a bed of mixed greens. Portions are not skimpy,

as I could not finish my salad. The pulled pork was tender and you definitely could savor the apple

cider vinegar in the BBQ sauce.

My friend ordered the hamburger; I could see they were to die for. The huge succulent burger lay

between the bun on a bed of greens topped with Blue Cheese and a tomato slice. I sat wondering if I

had order that dish how I would be able to take a bite out of it. I could tell from the expression on

Tenley’s face that this was a really good burger.

My husband enjoyed his Smoked Salmon with Honey Mustard Caper Sauce Salad.

I found the art very interesting and eclectic especially the work of Russell Smith who was the featured

artist at the time of my visit. Russell is currently stationed at the nearby Vandenberg Air Force Base.

Russell’s art reminds one of Jackson Pollock but there is a huge difference, his art has personal
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meaning. Smith was deployed in Afghanistan for two years with the 101st Airborne. Upon his return

Smith used his art as a way to overcome some of the “Scrapes and scars” that affected him both

mentally and physically.

Russell’s art is very green as it uses mostly recycled materials. The canvases are used and the paint is

from salvaged sources. Most of the materials and paints are recycled from the air force base. One

never knows, the paint may have been used to paint some form of combat equipment at the facility.

One might say the work incorporates some military hardware. Some of the artwork is sound proof.

One of my favorite pieces was the pair of children’s school desks.

Café Quackenbush is a favorite breakfast and lunch hangout for the area locals.

Café Quackenbush is open for dinner the third Saturday each month for a themed dinner.

I do have to say it was well worth the test drive up the coast to discover this charming café.

Café Quackenbush

458 Bell Street

Los Alamos, CA 93440

805-344-4440

Open for Breakfast and Lunch

Tuesday – Sunday 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

If you enjoyed the photos in this article, check out the photography of Tenley Fohl visit

www.TenleyFohlPhotography.com or Tenley Fohl Photography’s Facebook Page.

If you would like to follow more of Cori Solomon’s articles, please subscribe below.
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� Bell Street Farm: A fresh approach to Central Coast dining

� Los Olivos Wine Merchant & Cafe: A taste of the Central Coast
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